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cost recovery program, the financial
records of fish buyers and fish sellers in
order to ensure proper fee payment,
collection, deposit, disbursement, ac-
counting, recordkeeping, and report-
ing. Fish buyers and fish sellers must
respond to any inquiry by NMFS or a
NMFS agent within 20 calendar days of
the date of issuance of the inquiry, un-
less an extension is granted by NMFS.
Fish buyers and fish sellers shall make
all relevant records available to NMFS
or NMFS’ agents at reasonable times
and places and promptly provide all re-
quested information reasonably related
to these records. NMFS may employ a
third party agent to conduct the au-
dits. The NMFS auditor may review
and request copies of additional data
provided by the submitter, including
but not limited to, previously audited
or reviewed financial statements,
worksheets, tax returns, invoices, re-
ceipts, and other original documents
substantiating the data submitted.

[78 FR 75280, Dec. 11, 2013]

§660.120 Trawl fishery—crossover pro-
visions.

The crossover provisions listed at
§660.60(h)(7), apply to vessels fishing in
the limited entry trawl fishery.

[76 FR 74740, Dec. 1, 2011]

§660.130 Trawl fishery—management
measures.

(a) General. Limited entry trawl ves-
sels are those vessels registered to a
limited entry permit with a trawl en-
dorsement and those vessels registered
to an MS permit. Most species taken in
limited entry trawl fisheries will be
managed with quotas (see §660.140), al-
locations or set-asides (see §660.150 or
§660.160), or cumulative trip limits (see
trip limits in Tables 1 (North) and 1
(South) of this subpart), size limits (see
§660.60 (h)(5), subpart C), seasons (see
Pacific whiting at §660.131(b), subpart
D), gear restrictions (see paragraph (b)
of this section) and closed areas (see
paragraph (e) of this section and
§§660.70 through 660.79, subpart C). The
trawl fishery has gear requirements
and harvest limits that differ by the
type of trawl gear on board and the
area fished. Groundfish vessels oper-
ating south of Point Conception must

§660.130

adhere to CCA restrictions (see para-
graph (e)(1) of this section and §660.70,
subpart C). The trip limits in Tables 1
(North) and 1 (South) of this subpart
apply to vessels participating in the
limited entry groundfish trawl fishery
and may not be exceeded. Federal com-
mercial groundfish regulations are not
intended to supersede any more restric-
tive state commercial groundfish regu-
lations relating to federally-managed
groundfish.

(b) Trawl gear requirements and restric-
tions. Trawl nets may be fished with or
without otter boards, and may use
warps or cables to herd fish.

(1) Codends. Only single-walled
codends may be used in any trawl. Dou-
ble-walled codends are prohibited.

(2) Mesh size. Groundfish trawl gear
must meet the minimum mesh size re-
quirements in this paragraph. Mesh
size requirements apply throughout the
net. Minimum trawl mesh sizes are:
Bottom trawl, 4.5 inches (11.4 cm);
midwater trawl, 3.0 inches (7.6 cm).
Minimum trawl mesh size require-
ments are met if a 20-gauge stainless
steel wedge, less one thickness of the
metal wedge, can be passed with only
thumb pressure through at least 16 of
20 sets of two meshes each of wet mesh.

(3) Chafing gear. Chafing gear may en-
circle no more than 50 percent of the
net’s circumference. No section of chaf-
ing gear may be longer than 50 meshes
of the net to which it is attached. Chaf-
ing gear may be used only on the last
50 meshes, measured from the terminal
(closed) end of the codend. Except at
the corners, the terminal end of each
section of chafing gear on all trawl
gear must not be connected to the net.
(The terminal end is the end farthest
from the mouth of the net.) Chafing
gear must be attached outside any
riblines and restraining straps. There
is no limit on the number of sections of
chafing gear on a net.

(4) Large footrope trawl gear. Large
footrope gear is bottom trawl gear with
a footrope diameter larger than 8
inches (20 cm) (including rollers, bob-
bins or other material encircling or
tied along the length of the footrope).
Fishing with bottom trawl gear with a
footrope diameter greater than 19
inches (48 cm) (including rollers, bob-
bins, or other material encircling or
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